
201 West Ash Street; Mason, MI  48854-0370 
Office:  517.676.9155; Website: www.mason.mi.us 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
AGENDA – September 13, 2021 

Mason City Hall, Sycamore Room, 7:30 p.m. 

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION

4. PUBLIC COMMENT

5. CONSENT CALENDAR
A. Minutes:

1. Approve Minutes of Regular Council Meeting August 16, 2021
B. Correspondence:

1. Receipt of City Attorney’s Report Dated September 9, 2021
2. Receipt of Resignation from Thomas Husby from Planning Commission, Building Code & Sign

Board of Appeals
3. Receipt of Mason Sycamore Creek Garden Club Invitation- Gold Star Memorial Invitation
4. Receipt of Public Comment Regarding Alley Vacation from Sarah Pierce

C. Financials:
1. Approve Bills in the Amount of $349,716.67

D. Right of Ways:
1. Approve Use of Public Right-of-Way for the Mason Public School Homecoming Parade on

September 17, 2021
2. Approve Use of Public Right-of-Way for the American Legion / VFW, Veterans Day Parade on

November 11, 2021
E. Resolutions:

1. Resolution 2021-21: Approval of Council Appointment of Jon Ireland to the Cemetery Board (Tree
Commission)

2. Resolution 2021-22: Approval of Mayoral Appointment of Kenneth Bliesener II to the Planning
Commission

3. Resolution 2021-23: Authorization to Participate with the Michigan Department of Transportation
(MDOT) Columbia Street Bridge Project (CIP: 2021-P2)

6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

7. NEW BUSINESS
A. Resolution 2021-24: Determining the Necessity and Advisability of Vacating Portions of Alley Located

Between Lots 5 and 10 of Block 16 in the City of Mason

8. COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS

9. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT (09/09/21)

10. ADJOURNMENT

Mason City Council Workshop on 

City Purchasing Requirements 
City Council Chambers Immediately  

Following Regular Meeting 
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CITY OF MASON 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES OF AUGUST 16, 2021 
 

Mayor Whipple called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 201 W. Ash Street, Mason, 
Michigan.  Mayor Whipple led the Pledge of Allegiance and offered the invocation. 
 
Present: Councilmembers:  Brown, Clark, Droscha, Ferris, Schaffer, Vogel, Whipple 
Absent: None 
Also present:  Deborah S. Stuart, City Manager, Sarah J. Jarvis, City Clerk 
 
UPUBLIC COMMENT 
Kenneth Bliesener of 604 North Street spoke to his concerns of developers not being able to get approval from 
the City for potential development on his property which is zoned commercial.   
 
UCONSENT CALENDAR 

MOTION by Droscha, second by Clark, 
to approve the Consent Calendar with the amendment of moving Item D2 – Approve Use of Public 
Right of Way for BAD Brewing Company LLC, Alley Closure until September 30, 2021, to New 
Business. 
 
A. Minutes: 

1. Approve Minutes of Regular Council Meeting August 2, 2021 
B. Correspondence: 

1. Receipt of City Attorney’s Report Dated August 12, 2021 
C. Financials: 

1. Approve Bills in the Amount of $180,192.23 
2. Receipt of Monthly Revenue and Expenditure Report for Period Ending July 31, 2021 
3. Authorize Change Order to Contract for Well No. 5 Rebuild (CIP:  2017-Y34) with 

Peerless-Midwest Inc. in the Amount of $48,109.99 
4. Authorize Contract for Purchase H-Beam and Cribbing Materials from Williams Building 

Moving and Raising, LLC in the Amount of $16,691.76 
D. Right of Ways and Use of Public Property: 

1. Approve License Agreement with Mason Sycamore Creek Garden Club for Installation 
and Maintenance of the Gold Star Memorial in the Maple Grove Cemetery as 
Recommended by the Cemetery Board of Trustees  

2. Approve Use of Public Right-of-Way for BAD Brewing Company LLC, Alley Closure until 
September 30, 2021 – Moved to New Business 

3. Approve Use of Public Right-of-Way for the Mason Area Chamber of Commerce, Down 
Home Days on September 18, 2021  

4. Approve Use of Public Right-of-Way for the BAD Brewing Company LLC, Winterfest on 
February 5, 2022 

E. Resolutions: 
1. Resolution 2021-20:  Accepting Federal Funds Under the America Rescue Plan Act 

(ARPA), Establishing Fund 285 – American Rescue Act Fund and Approval of Use of 
Funds for Prioritized Projects  
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CITY OF MASON 
CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 2021-20 

 
 RESOLUTION ACCEPTING FEDERAL FUNDS UNDER THE AMERICA RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA), ESTABLISHING FUND 285 – 

AMERICAN RESCUE ACT FUND AND APPROVAL OF USE OF FUNDS FOR PRIORITIZED PROJECTS  
 

August 16, 2021 
 
 
WHEREAS, on March 11, 2021, the Federal Government enacted Public Law 117-2, known as the “American Rescue Plan Act of 
2021” or “ARPA” to provide additional relief to address the continued impact of the Coronavirus Disease of 2019 (“COVID-19”) 
pandemic on the economy, public health, state and local governments, individuals, and businesses.  On May 10, 2021, the United 
States Department of Treasury announced the launch of the Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds, established by 
ARPA, to provide $350 billion in emergency funding for eligible state, local, territorial, and Tribal governments to recover from 
the COVID-19 pandemic; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Mason will receive its funding through the State of Michigan, which acts as a pass-through for smaller 
municipalities not entitled to receive funding directly from the federal government. The State has computed the City of Mason 
allocation of Fiscal Recovery Funds to be $885,287.  This allocation will be paid to the City over two years; and   
 
WHEREAS, the ARPA permits the City to use the Fiscal Recovery Funds to cover eligible costs incurred during the period beginning 
March 3, 2021 and ending December 31, 2024.  Eligible costs generally include recovery of revenue losses and negative economic 
impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic, and investments in water, sewer and broadband infrastructure.  Final guidance is still being 
developed related to eligible costs; and 
 
WHEREAS, It is recommended that, in order to maximize and expedite the use of future funding made available under ARPA or 
any other state or federal economic stimulus law, the City Manager, or his designee, may file an application, supplement or 
amendment for a federal, state or other grant from Stimulus Funding, and that the Treasurer can amend the budget to create 
Fund 285, American Rescue Act Fund, for all stimulus-related revenues and approved costs; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council adopted the 2021-2027 Capital Improvement Program at their March 29, 2021 meeting with the 
purpose of facilitating the prioritized planning of infrastructure improvements.; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council adopted the 2021-2022 Budget at their May 3, 2021 meeting based on the priorities set in the Capital 
Improvement Program.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council accepts the American Rescue Plan Act Funds on behalf of the City; and such 
funds will be placed in a special revenue fund for the sole purpose of tracking all approved transactional activities; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Council authorizes the City Manager and the Finance Director to execute all documents related 
to the acceptance, and amend the budget accordingly by creating Special Revenue Fund 285 – American Rescue Act Fund; and 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, the City Council authorizes that use of funds will be prioritized in the following ways:  
1. Recovery of ARPA eligible revenue losses that do not require additional action by the City Council.  
2. Eligible water and sewer infrastructure projects that the City Council approved within the adopted 2021-2027 Capital 

Improvement Program and the adopted 2021-2022 Budget. 
 

F. Other 
1. Approve Rescheduling of City Council Meeting for 2021 Calendar Year Due to the 

November Election. 
 

MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
UUNFINISHED BUSINESS 
A.  Resolution 2021-18:  Rules of Order for the City Council and for City Boards and Commissions (Deferred 
from August 2, 2021 meeting) 
 
 MOTION by Droscha, second by Ferris, 

to approve Resolution 2021-18:  Rules of Order for the City Council and for City Boards and 
Commissions 
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MOTION by Clark, second by Vogel, 
to strike the word “appropriately” from 2a under Management of the Order of Business. 
 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY  

 
MOTION by Clark, second by Vogel, 
to strike the whole paragraph of 2b under Management of the Order of Business. 
 
Yes (4) Clark, Ferris, Schaffer, Vogel 
No (4) Brown, Droscha, Whipple 
 
MOTION APPROVED 

 
MOTION by Clark, second by Vogel, 
to strike the words “except the Chair” from 2d under Management of the Order of Business. 
 
Yes (3) Clark, Schaffer, Vogel 
No (4) Brown, Droscha, Ferris, Whipple 
 
MOTION FAILS 
 
MOTION by Clark, second by Vogel, 
to strike Section 4 – Presentations. 
 
Yes (3) Clark, Vogel 
No (4) Brown, Droscha, Ferris, Schaffer, Whipple 
 
MOTION FAILS 
 
MOTION by Droscha, second by Ferris, 
to insert a 2b under Management of the Order of Business to read as “Any item of business 
proposed by the Chair of the body, or the City Manager/staff liaison may be included in the Order 
of Business if filed as prescribed in these Rules.   
 
Yes (3) Brown, Droscha, Ferris, Whipple 
No (4) Clark, Schaffer, Vogel 
 
MOTION APPROVED 
 
MOTION by Brown, second by Droscha, 
to change “assigned secretary” to “staff liaison” in Section 4 and 13(f)(1) 
 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY  
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CITY OF MASON 
CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 2021-18 

 
RULES OF ORDER FOR THE CITY COUNCIL AND 

FOR CITY BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 

August 16, 2021 
 
WHEREAS, the process of government in the City of Mason includes the activity of a City Council as well as numerous Boards and 
Commissions sanctioned by the City Council, each of which can play a significant role in the conduct of the affairs of the City; and 
 
WHEREAS, the citizens of the City of Mason are best served by a City Council as well as by City Boards and Commissions that 
function smoothly with a firm basis for resolving questions of procedure that may arise; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council and City Boards and Commissions must each conduct business with the greatest measure of protection 
and consideration for the people of Mason, the City of Mason, the Council and each Board and Commission and the rights of 
individual members and individual citizens; and 
 
WHEREAS, the application of parliamentary law is the best method yet devised to enable the City Council and City Boards and 
Commissions to arrive at the general will on the maximum number of questions of varying complexity in a minimum amount of 
time and under the most diverse set of conditions, ranging from total harmony to impassioned division of opinion, with due regard 
for the opinion of each member and for the right of every citizen to address the Council, a Board or a Commission; and 
 
WHEREAS, Rules of Order are the written rules of parliamentary law and are critical to ensure effective and efficient operation of 
any deliberative body and informed in-person participation by all members is imperative to fulfilling the objectives of Rules of 
Order and representative democracy; and 
 
WHEREAS, the citizens of the City of Mason will be best served when the meetings of all public bodies are conducted according 
to similar procedures consistent with the applicable policies and laws of the City and the State.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rules of Order included as part of this resolution shall be the parliamentary law of 
the City Council and all City Boards and Commissions of the City of Mason, and shall nullify and replace any other previously 
approved Rules of Order; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these Rules of Order shall be consistently applied and actively enforced at all times in relation to 
the orderly transaction of business in meetings, and in relation to the duties of officers in the conduct of meetings, of the City 
Council as well as all City Boards and Commissions, and shall take effect at the first meeting following approval of this resolution. 

RULES OF ORDER FOR THE CITY COUNCIL AND 
FOR CITY BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 
City Council Resolution No. 2021-18 

City of Mason, Michigan 

1) ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

a) UCity CouncilU:  At each regular meeting of the City Council the business to be considered shall be taken up, when 
applicable, for consideration and disposition in the following order: 

1. Oath of Office 
2. Call to Order 
3. Roll Call 
4. Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation 
5. Election of Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem 
6. Public Comment 
7. Presentations 
8. Approval of Minutes (if no Consent Calendar) 
9. Correspondence (if no Consent Calendar) 
10. Consent Calendar 
11. Public Hearings 
12. Unfinished Business 
13. New Business 
14. Council Member Reports 
15. Manager’s Report 
16. Adjourn (Adjourn Sine Die) 

b) UCity Boards and CommissionsU:  At each regular meeting of a City Board or Commission the business to be considered shall 
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be taken up, when applicable, for consideration and disposition in the following order: 

1. Oath of Office 
2. Call to Order 
3. Confirmation of Member Attendance 
4. Election of Leadership 
5. Public Comment 
6. Presentations 
7. Approval of Minutes (if no Consent Calendar) 
8. Correspondence (if no Consent Calendar) 
9. Consent Calendar 
10. Public Hearings 
11. Unfinished Business 
12. New Business 
13. Liaison Report 
14. Adjourn 

2) MANAGEMENT OF THE ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

a) Any item of business proposed for inclusion in the Order of Business and all supporting information shall be filed with the 
City Manager, or assigned staff liaison to the board/commission, by noon on Wednesday of the week preceding the subject 
meeting.  Only items proposed as prescribed by these rules by a member of the body or the City Manager/staff liaison will 
be considered for inclusion in the Order of Business. 

b) Any item of business proposed by the Chair of the body or the City Manager/staff liaison may be included in the Order of 
Business if filed as prescribed in these Rules.  

c) Any item of business proposed by a member of the body requesting action by motion or resolution of the body shall be 
automatically included in the Order of Business if filed as prescribed in these Rules. 

d) Any item of business proposed by a member, except the Chair of the body, that does not require action, including but not 
limited to a discussion item or a workshop item, must be approved by a majority vote of the members present for inclusion 
in the Order of Business of a subsequent meeting. 

e) Each item appropriately filed for inclusion in the Order of Business shall include sufficient explanation to indicate intent.  
The member of the body proposing an item of business is responsible for providing supporting material including an agenda 
report summarizing the item on the form provided by the City Manager/staff liaison.   

f) Any issue introduced at a meeting that does not appear in the Order of Business for that meeting may be deferred for 
inclusion in the Order of Business of a subsequent meeting in the manner prescribed by these Rules, except that said issue 
may be added to the current Order of Business if approved by a majority vote of the members present. 

g) The City Manager/staff liaison shall send a complete Order of Business with supporting materials to each member by close 
of business on the last business day of the week preceding the subject meeting. 

3) PUBLIC COMMENT. 

a) It is the intent of these Rules to encourage public comment and participation by interested persons that is constructive, 
informative, and factual in a manner conducive to the conduct of an organized, efficient and professional business meeting.  
Public comment shall be allowed only during the Public Comment and Public Hearing business items, or when permitted by 
the meeting Chair. 

b) The Public Comment business item is intended to receive comment on any topic a member of the public would like to bring 
to the attention of the body.  A member of the public who wants to speak to a specific Order of Business item may inform 
the Chair that they would like to reserve their comments to a specific item of interest.  The Chair will make note of the 
request.  Prior to the debate of the specific business item by the body, the Chair will call on the individual, who may speak 
regarding that business item in accordance with this section 

c) A member of the public may submit a written comment to be read aloud by the Chair during the appropriate business item 
noted in subsection (a).  A written comment to be read aloud shall be provided to the Chair no later than during the time 
the appropriate business item is in order.  A written comment submission shall identify the agenda item or topic being 
addressed and comply with this section.  If an appropriate business item cannot be discerned from the written comment, 
the written comment shall be included as Correspondence. 

d) All public comment shall be appropriate to the conduct of a public business meeting and, if applicable, the matter under 
consideration.  Each person shall be allowed to speak for a maximum of three (3) minutes and the Chair may limit the 
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number of times each person is allowed to speak.  The limits on time and quantity for speaking may be extended at the 
discretion of the Chair. 

e) Any person in attendance at a meeting shall comply with the direction of the Chair as to the appropriateness of their actions 
or comments. The Chair shall retain discretion to disallow or stop a person from speaking or to temporarily recess the 
meeting at any time to maintain the order of the meeting. 

f) Any public comment presented to the body shall include for the record the name, residence address and group affiliation, 
if any, of the person providing the comment. 

4) PRESENTATIONS.  Presentations will provide a venue in the Order of Business for brief presentations that do not require formal 
action.  The City Manager, or assigned secretary to the board/commission, shall determine if a presentation is included in the 
order of business of a meeting.  If the City Manager, or assigned staff liaison to the board/commission, determines that a 
presentation will not be included in the order of business for a meeting, the person requesting permission for the presentation 
may appeal directly to the body which shall determine if the presentation is allowed during a future meeting.  Presentations shall 
be no more than 15 minutes in length except upon prior approval of additional time by the body. 

5) PUBLIC HEARINGS.  Business items requiring a public hearing shall be placed under the related Public Hearing item for immediate 
consideration following the public hearing. 

6) CONSENT CALENDAR.  A Consent Calendar may be used to allow the body to take action on numerous items at one time.  Items 
in the Consent Calendar may include, but are not limited to, non-controversial matters such as approval of minutes, payment of 
bills, approval of simple motions, street closures, correspondence, etc. The body shall act upon all items listed in the Consent 
Calendar by a single vote without debate. Upon request by any member made prior to the vote on the Consent Calendar, an item 
in the Consent Calendar shall be removed from the Consent Calendar and placed in the Order of Business appropriately as 
determined by the Chair. 

7) MINUTES.  Meeting minutes requiring approval shall be distributed to each member with the Order of Business for the next 
regular meeting. There shall not be a reading of the minutes at the meeting. If the Order of Business includes a Consent Calendar, 
approval of the minutes shall be included in the Consent Calendar. If the minutes are not included in the Consent Calendar and a 
substantial correction, as determined by the Chair, is suggested by the Chair or a member, said correction shall be agreed to by a 
two-thirds vote of the members present. Corrections not determined to be substantial shall be considered agreed to by consensus 
unless any member challenges such determination, in which case said correction shall be treated as a substantial correction. 
Minutes shall be considered approved by consensus without a vote if no corrections are suggested or after all suggested 
corrections are agreed to as required. 

8) UNFINISHED BUSINESS.  Items considered under Unfinished Business are items or matters that have been previously addressed 
by the body but have not received final action 

9) NEW BUSINESS.  Items considered under New Business are items or matters that may require immediate or future action by the 
body. 

10) COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS.  A Council member may provide information regarding an event, a meeting, a conference or other 
matter that might be of interest to the City Council or local residents.  A Council Member Report shall not exceed three (3) minutes 
unless additional time is allowed by the meeting Chair.  If the subject matter requires action or additional discussion, the matter 
may be placed in the Order of Business in the manner prescribed by these Rules.  

11) CONDUCT OF BUSINESS. 

a) UParliamentarianU:  The meeting Chair shall serve as Parliamentarian unless that duty is assigned to and accepted by another 
member. The application and enforcement of these rules is the responsibility of the Chair.   

b) UReconsiderationU:  A motion to reconsider enables a majority to bring back for further consideration a motion that has been 
voted on previously. The motion to reconsider can be made only by a member voting on the prevailing side and is in order 
only until the adjournment of the next regular meeting following the meeting during which the motion to be reconsidered 
was acted upon.  

c) UAppeal to ChairU:  Any decision of the Chair in applying or interpreting these Rules of Order may be appealed by a motion 
made at the time of the ruling being appealed and before any debate or business has intervened.  The Chair shall be allowed 
to speak first to an appeal with each member allowed to speak once.  The Chair may speak one last time after all members 
have been given an opportunity to speak.  The question before the body on an appeal of the Chair shall be "Shall the decision 
of the Chair be sustained?"  A majority or tie vote shall sustain the decision of the Chair. 

d) UAbstain from VotingU:  No member of the body shall vote on any question in which the member has a financial interest, 
other than the common public interest, or on any question concerning the conduct of the member, but, on all other 
questions, each member who is present shall vote unless excused by unanimous consent of the remaining members 
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present. 

e) UConsidering a MotionU:  A motion that does not receive a second shall not be considered to be in order. 

f) UMeeting Decorum GuidelinesU:  All members of the City Council and all City Boards and Commissions are expected to conduct 
themselves professionally, respectfully, and ethically at all times during meetings.  To that end, all members shall: 

1. Be prepared, ready to actively participate, and remain attentive without distractions during meetings. 

2. Maintain civility in all discussions and support ideas and positions with data. 

3. Exhibit decorum at all times and adhere to the Meeting Decorum Guidelines and the Rules of Order. 

4. Respectfully hold all members accountable to the Meeting Decorum Guidelines and the Rules of Order. 

5. Be concise, purposeful, and considerate of others when speaking. 

6. Listen attentively and respectfully to the comments of others. 

7. Focus discussions on conflict resolution and the development of solutions. 

8. Respect the body and agenda by staying on-topic. 

9. Respect the decisions of the body regardless of personal opinion. 

12) ELECTION OF LEADERSHIP. 

a) UElectionU:  The Chair (Mayor), Vice-Chair (Mayor Pro Tem) and any other leadership of the body shall be elected pursuant to 
the applicable provisions of the City Charter or of the City Code if such provisions exist.  Absent Charter or Code 
requirements, election shall be by majority vote of the members present during the first regular meeting of each calendar 
year. 

b) UAbsenceU:  In the absence or disability of the Chair and the Vice-Chair, the members present shall select by majority vote a 
member to be designated as Acting Chair to perform the duties of the Chair as necessary.  

13) MEETING HELD REMOTELY, REMOTE PARTICIPATION OF A MEMBER IN A MEETING. 

a) Subject to applicable state law, the laws and policies of the City of Mason, and these rules, members may be allowed to 
participate in a meeting remotely by electronic means. 

b) A member may participate remotely in a meeting only when the member is capable of  participation using two-way audio 
and video communication through use of the electronic platform employed by the City for such meetings. 

c) Any member participating remotely in a meeting shall announce such participation at the time of roll-call or confirmation 
of attendance for the meeting.  In addition, except when the remote participation is due to military duty, the member shall 
also specify their physical location. 

d) Remote participation by the public in a meeting shall only be allowed when the meeting is a remote meeting of the whole 
body. 

e) URemote meeting of whole bodyU:  The Chair, in consultation with the City Manager or assigned secretary to a 
board/commission, may declare that a meeting of the whole body will be held remotely. 

1. The justification for holding the meeting remotely and the manner by which the meeting will be conducted shall be 
communicated to all members of the body no later than when the agenda for the meeting is delivered to the members.  
The body shall determine if the justification given warrants subsequent meetings being held remotely. 

2. The published agenda for a meeting to be held remotely shall include notice that the meeting will be a remote meeting, 
the reason for holding a remote meeting, the manner by which the public may participate in the remote meeting, and 
the manner by which a member of the body may be contacted by the public. 

f) URemote participation by a member in an otherwise in-person meetingU:  A member may participate remotely in a meeting 
held in-person only under the circumstances allowed by state law and subject to these rules. 
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1. The member shall provide written notice to the City Manager or assigned staff liaison to a board/commission of 
their intention to participate remotely no later than the time when agenda items are due for the meeting pursuant 
to these rules.  Failure to provide this notice will result in the member not being allowed to participate remotely as a 
member of the body. 

2. The notice by the member of their intention to participate remotely shall include the reason for remote participation 
and a description of the manner by which the public may contact the member to provide input on any business that 
will come before the body.  Failure to provide an appropriate reason for remote participation or contact information 
will result in the member not being allowed to participate remotely as a member of the body. 

3. The published agenda for a meeting to be attended remotely by a member shall include notice that the member 
intends to participate remotely, the reason for remote participation and the manner by which the member may be 
contacted by the public. 

4. Remote participation by a member due to a qualifying medical condition shall be permitted.  A qualifying medical 
condition meets any of the following: 

(a) A member is presently sick with a commonly known contagious illness such as the flu or other respiratory illness. 

(b) A member has tested positive for the COVID virus, or has been exposed to a person or persons who have been 
determined to have COVID, and is presently subject to quarantine under state or local health department 
guidelines. 

(c) A member has a letter from a licensed allopathic or osteopathic physician who has determined that due to a pre-
existing health condition, the member is at significant risk of suffering severe side effects should the member 
contract the COVID virus and the member has not been vaccinated for any reason, except if the member refused 
to be vaccinated or refused and/or neglected to take the steps necessary to make the vaccine available to the 
member.  The letter from a physician shall be provided at the time notice of intention to participate remotely is 
given under these rules.  The letter shall be forwarded to the City Clerk who shall confirm that it is in accordance 
with these rules and shall provide notice of said confirmation to the City Council and include a record of the 
confirmation in the minutes of the meeting. 

14) RULES OF ORDER.  The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the City 
Council and all City Boards and Commissions in all applicable cases in which Robert’s Rules are consistent with these Rules of 
Order, the City Charter, City Code, and State Statute. 

15) SUSPEND RULES.  A request to suspend the Rules of Order shall be granted only by unanimous vote of the members present. 

 

Yes (3) Brown, Droscha, Ferris, Whipple 
No (4) Clark, Schaffer, Vogel 
 
ORIGINAL MOTION APPROVED 

 
UNEW BUSINESS 

A.  Approve Use of Public Right-of-Way for BAD Brewing Company LLC, Alley Closure until September 30, 
2021 
 
 MOTION by Vogel, second by Droscha, 

to Approve Use of Public Right-of-Way for BAD Brewing Company LLC, Alley Closure until 
September 30, 2021 

 
Yes (6) Brown, Droscha, Ferris, Schaffer, Vogel, Whipple 
No (1) Clark 

 
MOTION APPROVED 
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UCOUNCILMEMBER REPORTS 

• Vogel reported that the Historical District Commission meeting was cancelled for August 16P

th
P and there is 

an Election Commission meeting scheduled for August 23 in preparation for the November election. 
• Clark reported that the Planning Commission meeting met on August 10P

th
P where they reviewed a Site Plan 

from Gestamp that was deferred to the next meeting.  Placement of Garages was also discussed. 
• Whipple reported that he attended the Michigan Association of Mayors conference in Sault Ste. Marie 

and provided information on the topics presented.  
 

 
UMANAGER’S REPORT:  08/13/2021 
Manager Stuart reported that she had been in contact with another jurisdiction who was also provided petitions 
for a Charter Amendment.  Initially the attorney representing the group who coordinated the petitions filed a 
lawsuit but has since dropped the lawsuit noting that the Home Rule statute does clearly state that it has to be 
done at a regularly scheduled general election.  Manager Stuart also reported that Census data is in and that even 
though we only went up slightly in population that this seems to be a trend State wide as we are seeing many 
larger homes but with less occupants as they have no place to transition to.   
 
UADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
 
  
________________________________ 
Sarah J. Jarvis, City Clerk                    
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McGinty, Hitch, Person & Anderson, P.C.

MEMORANDUM

TO: Mason City Council

FROM: Thomas M. Hitch, City Attorney

RE: CITY ATTORNEY REPORT

DATE: September 9, 2021

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The following is my report to the City Council on issues in which our office has been 
engaged:

1. Bad Brewing - Kean’s Alley Vacation.  I have had several conversations over
the summer and have reviewed the resolution beginning the process to vacate the alley between
Bad Brewing and Kean’s. The procedure, in my opinion, complies with the City Charter
provisions.

2. Medical Marihuana Initiative.  I continue to be apprised regarding the progress
of these initiatives throughout the state.  I believe this to be very useful because it is my
expectation that within the next year, another petition will be filed regarding medical marihuana
or recreational marihuana within the City.

3. Consultations with City Manager.  I continue to have discussions with the City
Manager regarding issues and developments within the City.

TMH:md
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From: Tom Husby <tchusby01@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, August 16, 2021 5:50 PM 
To: Deborah Stuart <deborahs@mason.mi.us>; Russell Whipple <russw@mason.mi.us>; Elizabeth Hude 
<elizabethh@mason.mi.us> 
Subject: Thomas Husby's City of Mason Board and Committee Resignation 
 
Good evening all, 
 
After great thought and consideration about my future serving the City of Mason I feel I need to resign from all 
boards and committees as of today 8-16-2021. For personal, present and future business plans in the City of Mason I 
feel it is in the best interest of all parties to part ways at this time. Thank you so very much for allowing me to be a 
part of the great City of Mason. My wife Patricia and I will continue to be supporters in every way we can for the City 
of Mason and look forward to bigger business relationships in the near future. Thank you for your understanding in 
this matter and I will see all of you around town. 
 
Sincerely, 
Thomas C Husby 
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Public Comment  
 
From: Sarah Pierce - 517 Living <30TUsarah@517living.comU30T>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 17, 2021 6:32 PM 
To: masonclerk <30Tmasonclerk@mason.mi.us30T> 
Subject: Comment for Wednesday's Meeting 
 
My husband (Jamie Pierce) and I have been informed that Bad Brewing is requesting extended/long 
term vacancy of the dining area they've set up in the alley. Could it please be noted that Jamie needs the 
Pierce Plumbing & Heating alley door and dumpster to be accessible at all times? Delivery and service 
vehicles have been parking in front of both. That's the only feedback we have on the matter. 
 
 
Best Regards, 
Sarah Pierce 
Owner & Founder 
517 LIVING 
30T517living.com30T 
517.420.1942 
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Agenda Report: September 13, 2021 City Council Meeting  
                                        
 

AGENDA ITEM 
Approve Use of Public Right-of-Way for the Mason Public School Homecoming Parade on September 17, 2021 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION  
Approve Use of Public Right-of-Way for the Mason Public School Homecoming Parade on September 17, 2021 
 
HISTORY  
Mason Public Schools has submitted a Special Events Application for their Mason High School Homecoming Parade 
on September 17, 2021.  They are requesting street closures from 5:30 pm until 7:00 pm as defined on the 
attached map.  The street closures requested are: 

• S. Park St. (temporary closure to allow parade to cross street) 
• Oak St. (City Hall to S. Barnes St.) 
• Jefferson St. (temporary closure to allow parade to cross street) 
• S. Barnes St. (E. Oak St. to Mason High School, South Parking Lot; including closures at intersections of 

Cherry St. South St., and Bond St.) 
 
Staff reviewed the application and has no objection to the requested closures. Estimated cost to the City for this 
event is approximately $650.00 - $750.00, which will be charged to the applicant.   
 
SUMMARY   
Authority: 32TUCity Ordinance, Sec. 94-192 (6)U32T Any temporary use of public streets or public property shall be 
permitted only by the prior approval of the City Council.   

 
Urgency: Need approval at this meeting for the event to move forward as planned.  
   
Relation to Other Actions: This action will be the only one necessary. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
Current Budget: None  
Future Budgets: None   
 
ADDITIONAL MATERIAL  

      Event Map  
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Agenda Report: September 13, 2021 City Council Meeting  
                                        
 

AGENDA ITEM 
Approve Use of Public Right-of-Way for the Veterans Day Parade on November 11, 2021 and to Waive All 
Associated Fees 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION  
Approve Use of Public Right-of-Way for the Veterans Day Parade on November 11, 2021 and to Waive All 
Associated Fees 
 
HISTORY  
The American Legion Browne Cavender Post 148 and the VFW 7309 has submitted a Special Events Application 
for a Veterans Day Parade on Thursday, November 11, 2021.  They are requesting street closures from 2:45 pm 
until 4:00 pm as defined on the attached map.  The street closures requested are: 

• Maple St (Jefferson to Steele) 
• Steele St. (Maple to Ash) 
• Ash St. (Steele to Jefferson) 
• Jefferson (Ash to Maple) 

 
Staff reviewed the application and has no objection to the requested road closures.  Estimated cost to the City for 
this event is approximately $640.00 - $840.00.  The event coordinators have requested and the City is allowed to 
waive fees associated with Veteran’s Day activities.    
 
SUMMARY   
Authority: 32TUCity Ordinance, Sec. 94-192 (6)U32T Any temporary use of public streets or public property shall be 
permitted only by the prior approval of the City Council.   
 
32TMCL 125.85132T: Authorizes City to spend public funds on Veteran’s Day related activities.   
 
Urgency: Need approval at this meeting for the event to move forward as planned.  
   
Relation to Other Actions: This action will be the only one necessary. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
Current Budget: The anticipated personnel costs ($700.00) can be covered within the approved budget.        
Future Budgets: None   
 
ADDITIONAL MATERIAL  

      Event Map  
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Agenda Report:  September 13, 2021 City Council Meeting  
                                        
 

AGENDA ITEM  
Resolution 2021-21: Approval of Council Appointment of Jon Ireland to the Cemetery Board (Tree Commission) 
Resolution 2021-22: Approval of Mayoral Appointment of Kenneth Bliesener II to the Planning Commission   
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION  
Approve Resolution 2021-21 
Approve Resolution 2021-22 
 
HISTORY  
The table below indicates a summary of the proposed appointments in the attached resolutions:   

 
Board or Commission Appointment  Authority  Term Expires 

Cemetery Board & Tree Commission Jon P. Ireland 
(previously vacant) Council 2023 

Planning Commission Kenneth Bliesener II 
(filling Husby term) Mayor 2022 

 
The applicants have been reviewed and been determined to be eligible.  
 
SUMMARY   
Authority: Numerous sections of the City Charter and Code of Ordinances.  
 
Urgency: To operate as intended, the Boards and Commissions need to be filled as quickly as possible.  
 
Relation to Other Actions: None 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
Current/ Future Budget: None  
 
ADDITIONAL MATERIAL  
Resolution 2021-21 
Jon P. Ireland Application  
Resolution 2021-22 
Kenneth Bliesener II Application   
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CITY OF MASON                                                                                                                                

CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 2021-21 
 

COUNCIL  APPOINTMENT TO CITY BOARD AND COMMISSION 
 

September 13, 2021 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the City Council, does hereby make the following appointment to the 
specified board and commission of the City with the following term:  
              

Board or Commission Appointment  Term Expires 
Cemetery Board & Tree Commission Jon P. Ireland 2023 

 
The foregoing Resolution was moved for adoption by Councilmember _______________and seconded by 
Councilmember __________ and declared adopted by the following vote: 
 
Yes ( ) 
No ( ) 
Absent ( ) 
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.  
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN) 
   :ss. 
COUNTY OF INGHAM) 
 
I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the City of Mason, County of Ingham, State of 
Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the 
City Council of the City of Mason at a regularly scheduled meeting held on Monday, September 13 2021, 
pursuant to the Michigan Open Meetings Act, the original of which is on file in my office as part of the 
Council minutes. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my official signature, this 13th day of September, 2021. 
 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Sarah J. Jarvis, City Clerk 
City of Mason, Ingham County, Michigan 
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CITY OF MASON                                                                                                                                

CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 2021-22 
 

MAYORAL APPOINTMENT TO CITY COMMISSIONS 
 

September 13, 2021 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Mayor, with approval from the City Council, does hereby make the 
following appointment to the specified commission of the City with the following term:  
              

Board or Commission Appointment  Term Expires 
Planning Commission Kenneth Bliesener II 2022 

 
The foregoing Resolution was moved for adoption by Councilmember _______________and seconded by 
Councilmember __________ and declared adopted by the following vote: 
 
Yes ( ) 
No ( ) 
Absent ( ) 
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.  
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN) 
   :ss. 
COUNTY OF INGHAM) 
 
I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the City of Mason, County of Ingham, State of 
Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the 
City Council of the City of Mason at a regularly scheduled meeting held on Monday, September 13 2021, 
pursuant to the Michigan Open Meetings Act, the original of which is on file in my office as part of the 
Council minutes. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my official signature, this 13th day of September, 2021. 
 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Sarah J. Jarvis, City Clerk 
City of Mason, Ingham County, Michigan 
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Agenda Report:  September 13, 2021 City Council Meeting  
                                        
 

AGENDA ITEM  
Resolution 2021-23: Approval to Participate with the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) Columbia 
Street Bridge Project (CIP 2021-P1) 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION  
Approve Resolution 2021-23 

 
HISTORY  
The lack of connection for pedestrians over US-127 on the Columbia Street bridge was identified in the City’s 2020-
2024 Parks, Recreation and Non-Motorized Transportation Plan as the number one priority for addressing gaps in 
our non-motorized system. Currently, the residents that live west of US-127 have no non-motorized access across 
US-127. This crossing would provide access from the western neighborhoods to parks, schools, the downtown 
district, and the rest of the city. 
 
Since the Plan was approved and adopted in 2020, staff has been working with MDOT to define a feasible solution. 
Based upon that work, MDOT is offering to install a lane separator system that would create a vertical separation 
between pedestrians and bicyclists using the road shoulder and vehicles in the travel lanes. The installation would 
require participation in the cost, estimated to be $25,000 for one lane on the south side of the bridge deck, and 
an ongoing maintenance agreement with the City of Mason for the long-term maintenance of the lane separator 
system following installation. 
 
The entire project will include the installation of sidewalks up to the bridge by the City of Mason. This effort is 
included in the Capital Improvement Program and estimated to cost at $115,000.  However, after the design was 
refined and the increase in construction costs, the project is now estimated to $180,462.50.    
 
City Council, at their August 2, 2021 meeting, through Resolution 2021-17, approved the submission of a grant 
application to Ingham County for funding to support the Columbia Street Bridge connection and requested 
$162,000 in grant funds with the City providing a match of approximately $18,500.    
 
Authorization from MDOT is required to move forward with this project and this resolution is critical to keep the 
project on track with MDOT planning.  The resolution would approve $25,000 contribution from the City for the 
bridge work regardless of the grant award due to the lead time necessary for MDOT. 
 
SUMMARY   
Authority: None 
 
Urgency: Approval will allow MDOT to incorporate the lane separator system into their planned construction work 
on US-127 in 2022. They need confirmation by the end of September in order to make adjustments to the design 
and construction documents that incorporate the lane separator system. 
 
Relation to Other Actions: The City will install sidewalks, which will require an approval by the Council for that 
work, on both sides of the bridge once the MDOT work is complete. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
Current Budget: None 
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Future Budgets: Ongoing maintenance estimate of $500 - $1,000 annually, depending on replacement parts and 
whether it is removed in the winter. 
 
ADDITIONAL MATERIAL  
None 
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CITY OF MASON 
CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 2021-23 

 
AUTHORIZATION TO PARTICIPATE WITH THE  

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (MDOT)  
THE COLUMBIA STREET BRIDGE PROJECT  

 
September 13, 2021 

 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Mason has adopted a City of Mason Parks, Recreation and Non-Motorized Plan (the 
“Plan”) which describes the physical features, existing facilities and the desired actions to be taken to 
improve and maintain recreation facilities during the planning period between 2020 and 2024; and 
 
WHEREAS, prioritization of projects listed in the plan is based on the overall benefit to the community, 
especially when improving public health, safety and welfare, and so that the most-needed projects will be 
accomplished first and scarce financial resources are allocated appropriately; and  
 
WHEREAS, the lack of connection for pedestrians over US-127 on the Columbia Street bridge was 
identified in the City’s 2020-2024 Parks, Recreation and Non-Motorized Transportation Plan as the 
number one priority for addressing gaps in our non-motorized system; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Mason approved the project in the Capital Improvement Program for both the 
design and installation of improvements (CIP: 2021-P2); and 
 
WHEREAS, MDOT has agreed to install a lane separator system on the Columbia Street bridge in 
conjugation with their upcoming construction work on US-127 in 2022; and 
 
WHEREAS, participation in the installation will require financial commitment for a single lane along 
the south side of the bridge estimated to be $25,000; and 
 
WHEREAS, participation in the installation will require an ongoing maintenance agreement with the 
City of Mason for the long-term maintenance of the lane separator system following installation; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Mason recognizes this improvement is consistent with the adopted Parks, 
Recreation and Non-Motorized Plan 2020-2024 and Capital Improvement Program. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council authorizes participation with the Michigan 
Department of Transportation (MDOT) installation of a lane separator system on the south side of 
Columbia Street bridge in conjugation with MDOT’s upcoming construction work on US-127 in 2022, 
to include: 

- Financial commitment for the cost of the system, estimated at $25,000, regardless of 
grant award from Ingham County; and 

- An ongoing maintenance agreement between MDOT and the City of Mason for the City 
to provide long-term maintenance of the lane separator system following installation; 
and 

- To allow staff to submit the necessary letter of support and documentation to MDOT and 
make the necessary budget adjustments to accommodate the project. 
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The foregoing Resolution was moved for adoption by Councilmember _______________and 
seconded by Councilmember __________ and declared adopted by the following vote: 
 
Yes ( ) 
No ( ) 
Absent ( ) 
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.  
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN) 
   :ss. 
COUNTY OF INGHAM) 
 
I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the City of Mason, County of Ingham, State 
of Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted 
by the City Council of the City of Mason at a regularly scheduled meeting held on Monday, September 
13, 2021, pursuant to the Michigan Open Meetings Act, the original of which is on file in my office as 
part of the Council minutes. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my official signature, this 13th day of September, 2021. 
 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Sarah J. Jarvis, City Clerk 
City of Mason, Ingham County, Michigan 
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Agenda Report:  September 13, 2021 City Council Meeting  
                                        
 

AGENDA ITEM  
Resolution 2021-24: Determining the Necessity and Advisability of Vacating Portions of Alley Located Between 
Lots 5 and 10 of Block 16 in the City of Mason   

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION  
Approve Resolution 2021-24 

 
HISTORY  
Staff received a request on August 16, 2021 from the property owners at 440 S. Jefferson and 406 S. Jefferson to 
vacate the alley between their two buildings and return the ownership to the properties.  The process to vacate 
an alley includes an initial consideration by the Council and then the establishment of a public hearing to hear any 
objections.     
 
Staff has reviewed the request and noted the following:   
 

1. Easements need to remain in place with building restrictions.  
2. This change may impact compliance with the zoning requirements to have loading and unloading space. 

The current zoning ordinance requirements are as follows:    

 
Sec. 94-293.  Loading and unloading space requirements. 
(a)   Intent and purpose.  Every manufacturing, storage, warehouse, department store, wholesale store, retail 
store, hotel, hospital, laundry, dairy, mortuary, restaurant, tavern and other uses similarly and customarily 
receiving or distributing goods by motor vehicle shall provide space on the premises for that number of 
delivery vehicles that will be at the premises at the same time on an average day of full use. 
(b)   Additional parking space.  Loading space required under this chapter shall be in addition to off-street 
parking space required under this chapter. 
(c)   Space requirements.  Adequate space shall be provided for loading and unloading services not less than 
12 feet in width, 25 feet in length, and 14 feet in height, open or enclosed, for uses listed in table 100-6 in 
chapter 100, or for similar uses involving the receipt or distribution by vehicles of materials or merchandise. 
There shall be no requirement of loading or unloading space in the C-1 district for property Uwith direct access 
to an alleyU. 
(d)   Access.  Access to loading and unloading space shall be provided directly from a public street or alley 
and such space shall provide sufficient off-street maneuvering space as well as adequate ingress and egress 
to and from a street or alley. 
(e)   Site requirements.  Off-street loading spaces and access drives shall be paved, drained, lighted, and shall 
have appropriate bumper or wheel guards where needed. Any light used for illumination shall be so arranged 
as to reflect the light away from adjoining premises and streets. Where any off-street loading space adjoins 
or abuts a lot used for residential, educational, recreational, or religious purposes, or abuts a residential 
district, a wall or solid fence not less than four feet in height shall be provided between the off-street loading 
space and said residential, educational, recreational, or religious lot or residential zone. 

 
The property owners have been made aware of these concerns.  They are requesting, if the alley is vacated, the 
City Council consider a traffic control order that would designate three parking spots at and near the entrance to 
the alley as an unloading and loading zone.  Their businesses have deliveries, and their neighbor has expressed 
concerns about that delivery traffic being pushed further down the alley.  Staff is aware that there are other 
properties in the C-1 district without a loading and unloading area on site and without direct access to an alley 
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and believes this should be evaluated during the Master Plan process.  Staff believes the traffic control order will 
be required to address the concerns related to zoning and the needs of the businesses and their neighbors.   
However, it should be noted that delivery zones are difficult to enforce, the businesses should understand that 
this will not be a high priority for the police department.  If they have concerns about delivery access, they should 
consider leaving delivery access in their private alley.   

 
Due to the timeframe associated with this project and the City Council meeting rescheduling, staff published and 
noticed property owners within 300 feet prior at the beginning of September to ensure the public had enough 
time to consider the request and provide feedback at the September 20, 2021 meeting.  If council decides to not 
move forward, that public hearing that was previously published, would be canceled.    

 
SUMMARY   
Authority: 32TUCity Charter, Sec. 7-7U32T  Council action to vacate, discontinue, or abolish any highway, street, lane, alley, 
or other public place or part thereof, shall be by resolution. After the introduction of such resolution, and before 
its final adoption, the Council shall appoint a time when it shall meet and hear objections thereto. Notice of the 
time, place, and purpose of such meeting shall be published, either separately or as part of the proceedings of the 
Council. Objections to any such proposed resolution may be filed with the Clerk in writing, and, if any objections 
shall be filed, the highway, street, lane, alley, or other public place, or part thereof, shall not 
be vacated, discontinued, or abolished except by a vote of five of the members of the Council. 
 
Note:  After consultation with the City Attorney and review of previous vacations, staff is planning to provide two 
separate resolutions instead of only introducing one at the first meeting.  The first resolution, referenced with this 
agenda item, will establish the public hearing as a time to hear objections.  The next resolution, if the City Council 
moves forward, will include the action to actually vacate.   

 
Urgency: Approval of the vacation on the 20P

th
P will allow for the property owner to have continual use of the 

property.   If the Council would like more time to consider this issue without impacting the business operations, 
they could extend the use of public property for this area (currently set to expire September 30, 2021, as approved 
by City Council on August 16, 2021.)   

 
Relation to Other Actions: If approved, the City Council will hold a public hearing and consider the vacation at a 
future meeting.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT  
Current/ Future Budget: None.  Any costs associated with closing the alley (example: putting in a curb) would be 
at the cost of the property owner.  
 
ADDITIONAL MATERIAL  
Resolution 2021-24 
Request for Vacation of Alley  
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CITY OF MASON 

CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 2021-24 
 

DETERMINING THE NECESSITY AND ADVISABILITY OF VACATING PORTIONS  
OF A PORTION OF ALLEY LOCATED BETWEEN  

LOTS 5 AND 10 OF BLOCK 16 IN THE CITY OF MASON   
 

September 13, 2021 
 
 

WHEREAS, it is preliminarily deemed advisable and necessary for the health, welfare, comfort, and safety 
of the people of the City of Mason to discontinue and vacate the following platted public streets and alley 
(depicted in Attachment A): 
 

Description Of Portion Vacated And Conveyed To Parcel 33-19-10-08-240-015:  
 

A portion of an alley in the City of Mason, Section 8, T2N, R1W, Vevay Township, Ingham County, 
Michigan described as:  beginning at the northeast corner of lot 5, block 16, City of Mason 
(consolidated plat of the Village of Mason) thence west 100 feet along the north line of lot 10 and 
lot 9; thence north 16.50 feet; thence east parallel with said north line 100. 00 feet; thence south 
16. 50 feet to the northeast corner of said lot 5. 
 
Description Of Portion Vacated And Conveyed To Parcel 33-19-10-08-240-018:  
 
A portion of an alley in the City of Mason, Section 8, T2N, R1W, Vevay Township, Ingham County, 
Michigan described as:  beginning at the southeast corner of lot 5, block 16, City of Mason 
(consolidated plat of the Village of Mason) thence west 100. 00 feet along the south line of lot 5 
and lot 4,· thence south 16.50 feet,· thence east parallel with said south line 100.00 feet,· thence 
north 16.50 feet to the southeast corner of said lot 5. 
  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Mason deems it advisable to reserve an easement in the above-described premises 
for public utility purposes and other public purposes including the right to maintain and continue any and 
all existing public or quasi-public utility easements thereover or thereunder, and the right of ingress and 
egress thereto for any purposes whatsoever.   
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  that the City Council deems it advisable and necessary for the 
health welfare, comfort, and safety of the people of the City of Mason, to discontinue, vacate, and 
abolish said premises, described above, subject to the reservation of an easement in the City of 
Mason for public utility purposes and other public purposes including the right to maintain and 
continue any and all existing public or quasi-public utility easements thereover or thereunder, and 
the right of ingress and egress thereto for any purposes whatsoever.   

FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council shall meet at a regular meeting in the City Hall, 201 
West Ash Street, Mason, Michigan 48854, on Monday, the 20th day of September 2021 at 7:30 p.m., 
at which time and place the City Council will hold a public hearing for the purposes of hearing 
objections there of;  
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FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Clerk is hereby directed to give notice of such hearing, if 
they have not already done so, in the Ingham County Community News and to the property owners 
of record within 300 feet of the portion of the alley that is proposed to be vacated.  

  

 
The foregoing Resolution was moved for adoption by Councilmember _______________ and seconded 
by Councilmember __________ and declared adopted by the following vote: 

 
Yes ( ) 
No ( ) 
Absent ( ) 
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.  
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN) 
   :ss. 
COUNTY OF INGHAM) 
 
I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the City of Mason, County of Ingham, State 
of Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted 
by the City Council of the City of Mason at a regularly scheduled meeting held on Monday, September 
13, 2021, pursuant to the Michigan Open Meetings Act, the original of which is on file in my office as 
part of the Council minutes. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my official signature, this 13th day of September 2021. 
 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Sarah J. Jarvis, City Clerk 
City of Mason, Ingham County, Michigan 
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201 West Ash Street; Mason, MI  48854-0370 
Office:  517.676.9155; Website: www.mason.mi.us 

City Manager’s Report:  September 9, 2021 

OPERATIONS 
• The City received notice our application for the American Rescue Plan Act funds has been approved for

$885,257 and we expect our first 50% payment in the next 30 days.  The State reported that 60% of the
applications submitted were rejected due to errors that need to be corrected.  Our Finance Department
should be commended for researching the requirements and ensuring the application was complete.

• On August 8, Chief Hanson and Officer Wildfong conducted a K-9 presentation for the Mason Optimist Club.
• Election Commission met on August 23 where they consolidated Precincts 1 & 2 for the November 2, 2021,

Election.  Due to the size of the number of voters on our Permanent Absentee List and with the ballot
containing only one (1) proposal questions the Clerk determined that a consolidation should be
considered.  This will eliminate the number of ballots to be ordered, election inspectors to be paid, and the
cost of programming the tabulators.  In addition, since all three precincts are located within City Hall no notice
will need to be sent to voters.

• On September 7, 2021, the new county-wide MPSCS digital radio system went online for all police/fire/EMS
dispatched through Ingham County 911.

Staffing Updates:  
• Open Positions:  Seasonal Part-Time Crossing Guards – Open Until Filled.  Full-time Laborer- Review of internal

applicants being conducted.

Traffic Updates: 
• Maple Street between Barnes Street and Steele Street - Speed Complaint.  A speeding complaint related to

the Mason Middle School drop-off and pick-up times in the AM and PM.  Assigned officers for targeted
enforcement in area and speed trailer to be placed in the area prior to school year as a deterrent and to gather
information.

• Ash Street (M-36) 500 East Block – Speed Complaint.  Officers were assigned to the area for targeted
enforcement and as a deterrent for high speed drivers, MDOT was requested to trim brush away from speed
limit signs, and the speed trailer will be deployed.

• Rogers Street and Elm Street – Stop Sign Complaint.  Officers were assigned for additional presence, as a
deterrent, and for targeted enforcement.

LARGE CITY PROJECTS 
FY 2020-2021 CARRYOVER DUE TO TIMING 

Project Project Name/Description Status Completed 
UTILITIES: SANITARY SEWER, STORM WATER, AND WATER DISTRIBUTION (U) 
2017-U8 Replace PLCs on 3 Wells Completed August 
2017-U23 Well No. 6 Rebuild In progress, expected to be completed by October 
2018-U32 South Water Tower Repair In progress, expected to be completed by October 
2017-U33 Well No. 4 Rebuild Completed August 

PARKS/ CEMETERY/ FORESTRY/ NONMOTORIZED (P)  
2017-P8 Laylin Park - Phase II Pathway and sidewalk completed; working on 

bids for pavilion and design for signs.  
2020-P2 Columbia St Bridge Ped. Design Completed August 
2020-P5 Jefferson St – RR Pedestrian Crossing Railroad work complete, Concrete/ asphalt -Oct 
2020-P8 Rayner Park- Master Park Plan In progress, anticipated completion Fall/Winter 

40

http://www.mason.mi.us/


201 West Ash Street; Mason, MI  48854-0370 
Office:  517.676.9155; Website: www.mason.mi.us 

MOTOR VEHICLE POOL (MVP) 
2017-MVP15 Vehicle No. 16  Facilities, Code  In Service August 
2017-MVP20 Vehicle No. 18  Cemetery/ Parks In Service August 
2018-MVP1 Vehicle No. 22  Cemetery/ Parks In Service August 

BUILDING, PROPERTY, EQUIPMENT (B) 
2017-B17 Fire SCBA units Delivered and Training Completed  August  
2018-B14 Fire Rehab 815 Replacement  Anticipate delivery 3rd quarter FY 21/22  
2019-B2a City Hall – Phase I Design and Security Security complete- work space eval in progress  
2020-B4a DPW- Design  Staff is working on finalizing design.    

 
FY 2021-2022 

Project Project Name/Description Status Completed 

STREETS, SIDEWALKS, SIGNALS(S)  
2017-S23 Rayner St – Randolph St to Columbia St Completed July 
2017-S24  Eugenia Dr – Northbrook St to End Base layer of asphalt down. Final layer to be 

completed mid-September 
 

2017-S25  Hall Blvd – Ash St to South St Pulverizing scheduled for mid-September  
2017-S26  Columbia St – Park St to Jefferson St Completed July 
2019-S9b  Signal at E. Maple & S. Jefferson DDA reviewed, acquiring quotes for Council    

UTILITIES: SANITARY SEWER, STORM WATER, AND WATER DISTRIBUTION (U) 
2017-U15  Replace Hydrants and Mason Plaza DELAYED TO FUTURE YEAR.     None  
2017-U34  Well No. 5 Rebuild Expected to start mid- September  
2019-U3a  Wastewater Treatment Plant – Design Staff conducting final review of RFP  
2021-U1  WTP- High-Pressure Pump VFD Staff developing RFP  
2021-U2  WTP- Replacement of Valves Staff developing RFP  

PARKS/ CEMETERY/ FORESTRY/ NONMOTORIZED (P)  
2020-P3  Hayhoe Riverwalk Trail – Eval. & Repair Grant submitted  
2020-P6, 
2020-P12, 
2020-P13,  
2020-P14 

Lee Austin Park- Plan/Design  
Bond Park - Plan/Design  
Griffin Park - Plan/Design  
Hayes Park - Plan/Design 

Wolverine selected; to be completed by 3P

rd
P 

quarter  
 

2020-P11  Rayner Park- Phase 1 Construction Awaiting DNR funding response in 3P

rd
P quarter   

MOTOR VEHICLE POOL (MVP) 
2017-MVP22  Vehicle No. 83  Police Anticipated third quarter of FY 21-22  
2017-MVP23 Vehicle No. 21  Cemetery/ Parks Anticipated 2nd quarter of FY 21-22  
2017-MVP27  Vehicle No. 86  Police  Anticipate delivery in December.  
2017-MVP24  Vehicle No. 59  Cemetery/ Parks Anticipated 2nd quarter of FY 21-22  

BUILDING, PROPERTY, EQUIPMENT (B) 
2017-B5b  Building: Library Phase 1, Part 1 Grant Agreement approved, plan to bid in Sept  
2017-B7  Building: Parking Lot Repairs Working on addressing punch list.  
2017-B10  Fire: Furnace/AC, Office & Training Area Anticipated 2nd quarter of FY 21-22  
2017-B11  Fire: Washing Machine  Anticipated 2nd quarter of FY 21-22  
2018-B15 Fire: Sprinkler System in Truck Bay Anticipated 2nd quarter of FY 21-22  
2018-B16  Fire: Station 1- Rear Approach Working on addressing punch list.  
2018-B21  Police: Interview Rm Recording System Anticipated 3rd quarter of FY 21-22  
2018-B23  Planning: Master Plan/Zoning Update  Finalizing contract with consultant   
2018-B24  Building: Rental Furniture Replacement Anticipated 3rd quarter of FY 21-22  
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201 West Ash Street; Mason, MI  48854-0370 
Office:  517.676.9155; Website: www.mason.mi.us 

2019-B2b  Building: City Hall Renovations  Anticipated 3rd quarter of FY 21-22  
2019-B3  Clerk: Laserfiche Avante Upgrade Anticipated 2nd quarter of FY 21-22  
2020-B4b  Public Works Facility Construction Need to complete CIP: 2020-B4a  

 
ACTIVE PROJECTS STATUS UPDATES (PROJECTS NOT COORDINATED BY THE CITY)   

Project Name  Status  
BUILDING PERMITS – COMMERCIAL PROJECTS (listed only once when active) 
200 E. Kipp Gestamp 
ACTIVE 

Building permits are active for installation of 15 exhaust fans 
and new 49,200 square foot addition to existing building.  
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For Immediate Release:  August 19, 2021 
                                        
 

Contact:  
• Deborah Stuart, City Manager, City of Mason                                                      

517.977.7135; deborahs@mason.mi.us  
• Chief Hanson, Police Chief, City of Mason 

517.978.0217; dhanson@ingham.org

 
Mason Police Department’s K9 Tamarack has received donation of body armor 

 
Mason Police Department’s K9 Tamarack has received a bullet and stab protective vest thanks to a charitable 
donation from non-profit organization Vested Interest in K9s, Inc.  K9 Tamarack’s vest was embroidered with the 
sentiment “Born to Love-Trained to Serve-Loyal Always”. 
 
Vested Interest in K9s, Inc., established in 2009, is a 501(c)(3) charity whose mission is to provide bullet and stab 
protective vests and other assistance to dogs of law enforcement and related agencies throughout the United 
States. This potentially lifesaving body armor for four-legged K9 officers is U.S. made, custom fitted, and NIJ 
certified.  Since its inception, Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. has provided over 4,349 vests to K9s in all 50 states at a 
value of $6.9 million, made possible by both private and corporate donations.   
 
The program is open to U.S. dogs that are at least 20 months old and actively 
employed and certified with law enforcement or related agencies.  K9s with 
expired vests are also eligible to participate.  There are an estimated 30,000 
law enforcement K9s throughout the United States.  
 
Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. accepts tax-deductible contributions in any amount, 
while a single donation of $960 will sponsor one vest.  Each vest has a value of 
$1,744-$2,283, weighs an average of 4-5 lb., and comes with a five-year 
warranty.  For more information, or to learn about volunteer opportunities, 
please call 508-824-6978.  Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. provides information, 
lists events, and accepts donations at www.vik9s.org, or you may mail your 
contribution to P.O. Box 9, East Taunton, MA 02718.     
 

 
************* 
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	9.13.21.CC.1a Agenda, RW Reviewed, FINAL
	9.13.21.CC.5.A.1 MINUTES of 8.16.21, FINAL
	REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
	MINUTES OF AUGUST 16, 2021
	1) ORDER OF BUSINESS.
	1. Oath of Office
	2. Call to Order
	3. Roll Call
	4. Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation
	5. Election of Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem
	6. Public Comment
	7. Presentations
	8. Approval of Minutes (if no Consent Calendar)
	9. Correspondence (if no Consent Calendar)
	10. Consent Calendar
	11. Public Hearings
	12. Unfinished Business
	13. New Business
	14. Council Member Reports
	15. Manager’s Report
	1. Oath of Office
	2. Call to Order
	3. Confirmation of Member Attendance
	4. Election of Leadership
	5. Public Comment
	6. Presentations
	7. Approval of Minutes (if no Consent Calendar)
	8. Correspondence (if no Consent Calendar)
	9. Consent Calendar
	10. Public Hearings
	11. Unfinished Business
	12. New Business
	13. Liaison Report
	14. Adjourn
	2) MANAGEMENT OF THE ORDER OF BUSINESS.
	a) Any item of business proposed for inclusion in the Order of Business and all supporting information shall be filed with the City Manager, or assigned staff liaison to the board/commission, by noon on Wednesday of the week preceding the subject meet...
	b) Any item of business proposed by the Chair of the body or the City Manager/staff liaison may be included in the Order of Business if filed as prescribed in these Rules.
	c) Any item of business proposed by a member of the body requesting action by motion or resolution of the body shall be automatically included in the Order of Business if filed as prescribed in these Rules.
	d) Any item of business proposed by a member, except the Chair of the body, that does not require action, including but not limited to a discussion item or a workshop item, must be approved by a majority vote of the members present for inclusion in th...
	e) Each item appropriately filed for inclusion in the Order of Business shall include sufficient explanation to indicate intent.  The member of the body proposing an item of business is responsible for providing supporting material including an agenda...
	f) Any issue introduced at a meeting that does not appear in the Order of Business for that meeting may be deferred for inclusion in the Order of Business of a subsequent meeting in the manner prescribed by these Rules, except that said issue may be a...
	g) The City Manager/staff liaison shall send a complete Order of Business with supporting materials to each member by close of business on the last business day of the week preceding the subject meeting.
	3) PUBLIC COMMENT.
	4) PRESENTATIONS.  Presentations will provide a venue in the Order of Business for brief presentations that do not require formal action.  The City Manager, or assigned secretary to the board/commission, shall determine if a presentation is included i...
	5) PUBLIC HEARINGS.  Business items requiring a public hearing shall be placed under the related Public Hearing item for immediate consideration following the public hearing.
	6) CONSENT CALENDAR.  A Consent Calendar may be used to allow the body to take action on numerous items at one time.  Items in the Consent Calendar may include, but are not limited to, non-controversial matters such as approval of minutes, payment of ...
	7) MINUTES.  Meeting minutes requiring approval shall be distributed to each member with the Order of Business for the next regular meeting. There shall not be a reading of the minutes at the meeting. If the Order of Business includes a Consent Calend...
	8) UNFINISHED BUSINESS.  Items considered under Unfinished Business are items or matters that have been previously addressed by the body but have not received final action
	9) NEW BUSINESS.  Items considered under New Business are items or matters that may require immediate or future action by the body.
	10) COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS.  A Council member may provide information regarding an event, a meeting, a conference or other matter that might be of interest to the City Council or local residents.  A Council Member Report shall not exceed three (3) min...
	11) CONDUCT OF BUSINESS.
	12) ELECTION OF LEADERSHIP.
	13) MEETING HELD REMOTELY, REMOTE PARTICIPATION OF A MEMBER IN A MEETING.
	a) Subject to applicable state law, the laws and policies of the City of Mason, and these rules, members may be allowed to participate in a meeting remotely by electronic means.
	b) A member may participate remotely in a meeting only when the member is capable of  participation using two-way audio and video communication through use of the electronic platform employed by the City for such meetings.
	c) Any member participating remotely in a meeting shall announce such participation at the time of roll-call or confirmation of attendance for the meeting.  In addition, except when the remote participation is due to military duty, the member shall al...
	d) Remote participation by the public in a meeting shall only be allowed when the meeting is a remote meeting of the whole body.
	e) URemote meeting of whole bodyU:  The Chair, in consultation with the City Manager or assigned secretary to a board/commission, may declare that a meeting of the whole body will be held remotely.
	e) URemote meeting of whole bodyU:  The Chair, in consultation with the City Manager or assigned secretary to a board/commission, may declare that a meeting of the whole body will be held remotely.
	1. The justification for holding the meeting remotely and the manner by which the meeting will be conducted shall be communicated to all members of the body no later than when the agenda for the meeting is delivered to the members.  The body shall det...
	2. The published agenda for a meeting to be held remotely shall include notice that the meeting will be a remote meeting, the reason for holding a remote meeting, the manner by which the public may participate in the remote meeting, and the manner by ...
	f) URemote participation by a member in an otherwise in-person meetingU:  A member may participate remotely in a meeting held in-person only under the circumstances allowed by state law and subject to these rules.
	f) URemote participation by a member in an otherwise in-person meetingU:  A member may participate remotely in a meeting held in-person only under the circumstances allowed by state law and subject to these rules.
	1. The member shall provide written notice to the City Manager or assigned staff liaison to a board/commission of their intention to participate remotely no later than the time when agenda items are due for the meeting pursuant to these rules.  Failur...
	2. The notice by the member of their intention to participate remotely shall include the reason for remote participation and a description of the manner by which the public may contact the member to provide input on any business that will come before ...
	3. The published agenda for a meeting to be attended remotely by a member shall include notice that the member intends to participate remotely, the reason for remote participation and the manner by which the member may be contacted by the public.
	4. Remote participation by a member due to a qualifying medical condition shall be permitted.  A qualifying medical condition meets any of the following:
	(a) A member is presently sick with a commonly known contagious illness such as the flu or other respiratory illness.
	(b) A member has tested positive for the COVID virus, or has been exposed to a person or persons who have been determined to have COVID, and is presently subject to quarantine under state or local health department guidelines.
	(c) A member has a letter from a licensed allopathic or osteopathic physician who has determined that due to a pre-existing health condition, the member is at significant risk of suffering severe side effects should the member contract the COVID virus...
	14) RULES OF ORDER.  The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the City Council and all City Boards and Commissions in all applicable cases in which Robert’s Rules are consistent with these Rules ...
	15) SUSPEND RULES.  A request to suspend the Rules of Order shall be granted only by unanimous vote of the members present.

	9.13.21.CC.5.B.1 City Attorney Report, FINAL
	9.13.21.CC.5.B.2 Husby, Resignation, FINAL
	From: Tom Husby <tchusby01@gmail.com>  Sent: Monday, August 16, 2021 5:50 PM To: Deborah Stuart <deborahs@mason.mi.us>; Russell Whipple <russw@mason.mi.us>; Elizabeth Hude <elizabethh@mason.mi.us> Subject: Thomas Husby's City of Mason Board and Commit...

	9.13.21.CC.5.B.3 MSCGC Invitation, FINAL
	9.13.21.CC.5.B.4 Public Comment, Alley, Sarah Pierce, FINAL
	Public Comment
	From: Sarah Pierce - 517 Living <30TUsarah@517living.comU30T>  Sent: Tuesday, August 17, 2021 6:32 PM To: masonclerk <30Tmasonclerk@mason.mi.us30T> Subject: Comment for Wednesday's Meeting

	9.13.21.CC.5.C.1 BILLS, FINAL
	9.13.21.CC.5.D.1a SEA SAR, Homecoming Parade, FINAL
	AGENDA ITEM
	Approve Use of Public Right-of-Way for the Mason Public School Homecoming Parade on September 17, 2021
	RECOMMENDED ACTION
	HISTORY
	ADDITIONAL MATERIAL
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	9.13.21.CC.5.E.1a SAR, RES 2021-21 Council Appointments, FINAL
	AGENDA ITEM
	RECOMMENDED ACTION
	HISTORY
	ADDITIONAL MATERIAL

	9.13.21.CC.5.E.1b RES 2021-21 Council Appointments, FINAL
	September 13, 2021

	9.13.21.CC.5.E.1c Council Appointments Ireland Application 2021 FINAL
	9.13.21.CC.5.E.1d RES 2021-22 Mayoral Appointment, Bliesener, FINAL
	September 13, 2021
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	9.13.21.CC.5.E.2a SAR RES 2021-23 2021 - Columbia Bridge_MDOT, FINAL
	AGENDA ITEM
	Resolution 2021-23: Approval to Participate with the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) Columbia Street Bridge Project (CIP 2021-P1)
	RECOMMENDED ACTION
	Approve Resolution 2021-23
	HISTORY
	ADDITIONAL MATERIAL

	9.13.21.CC.5.E.2b RES 2021-22  - Columbia Bridge_MDOT, FINAL
	9.13.21.CC.5.E.3a SAR RES 2021-24  - Bad Kean Alley Vacation Establishing, FINAL
	AGENDA ITEM
	Resolution 2021-24: Determining the Necessity and Advisability of Vacating Portions of Alley Located Between Lots 5 and 10 of Block 16 in the City of Mason
	RECOMMENDED ACTION
	Approve Resolution 2021-24
	HISTORY
	ADDITIONAL MATERIAL

	9.13.21.CC.5.E.3b RES 2021-24  - Bad Brewing Keans Alley Vacation Establishing, FINAL
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	9.13.21.CC.9 Managers Report, FINAL
	Traffic Updates:
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	ACTIVE PROJECTS STATUS UPDATES (PROJECTS NOT COORDINATED BY THE CITY)
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